
... the gifts and the calling of God
are irrevocable. Romans 11:28

Romans 11:28

Missed any of the talks?  Two ways to catch-up: Listen online or get the CD.
Visit the Resource Desk or go online http://www.igconline.org.uk/sermons/

The Jesus Context and The Jesus Culture
1st October - 10th December 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

BIBLE SCHOOL ENROLLING
for the Autumn Term 

Bring what you can Take what you need 

LOVE IN ACTION
The Mind Of Christ | Mindful of Man 

Wednesdays: B.A.S.K. & the Prayer Fellowship  
A time to flow in the unconditional love and acceptance of God

B.A.S.K.  Our B.A.S.K.  Our Wednesday evening meeting B.A.S.K. has quickly become the go-to 
meeting for the IGC family. Why not come and be part of a forum for us to come 
together and simply belong. On Wednesday evening we reflect on the previous Sunday’s 
sermon and discuss both light and heavy-hearted issues in a safe environment. B.A.S.K. 
is a safe place for safe people to eat together, pray together.  Also Prayer Fellowship 
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. (Margaret Wilson Room).

B.A.S.K. (on summer break till 9th September)

Welcome to IGC (the International Gospel Church) we hope that you will feel at home 
whether you're just visiting or you're considering being with us more regularly. Our aim is 
that IGC will prove to be an inclusive graceful community where you will be enabled not 
simply to live gracefully, but to live fully by grace. 
Meetings are held on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. & Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.
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In the Know...



AUGUST TEACHING

September 8th: 7:00 p.m. | September 9th: 2:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
www.thenewmystics.com/uk 

SPECIAL EVENT: JOHN CROWDER AT IGC
September 8th-9th 

Only When I Laugh - Guidelines for New Covenant Giving 
It occurIt occurred to me recently that in 14 years in Pentecostalism, I never brought anybody 
to the church where I was on staff. On reflection, one of the central reasons for not 
doing so was that I was so embarrassed at the way in which "we" asked for money. 
The church, because of giving, has alienated many Christians. How tragic when one 
considers what a wonderful joy it is to give. The apostle Paul himself tells us, "It is 
more blessed to give than to receive" [Acts 20:35]. What he did not say was that it 
was more blessed to give in order to receive.
  
The insistence on tithing as a praxis has had the eThe insistence on tithing as a praxis has had the effect of eclipsing the true typological 
value of the tithe. It is well accepted that many things in the Old Testament are "types" 
or "shadows" of things in the New Testament. These "types" find their fulfilment in the 
New Covenant and the tithe is an excellent example. My suspicion is that the tithe is 
just such a "type" because in the Old Covenant, it was seen as the first fruit. Since the 
tithe is the "first fruit", it is actually a "type" of the believer. In the New Covenant, the 
believer is the tithe. In effect, it is not that the Christian pays the tithe but that the 
Christian is the tithe and that puts pay to discussions as to whether we tithe "nett or Christian is the tithe and that puts pay to discussions as to whether we tithe "nett or 
gross." Complete surrender or abandonment means that we have been "tithed" 100%.
 
It is not that a Christian pays tithes but rather that the Christian is the tithe.
 
In the Old Testament, the tithe was the portion that was set apart for God. We can see 
from the New Covenant that the word "sanctified" means "set apart." Thus, we are the 
set apart portion.
 
This idea seems to coheThis idea seems to cohere with Paul's teaching in 2 Corinthians 8, the only sustained 
teaching on giving in the Pauline corpus. There, he made an illuminating comment. 
Paul spoke of the people of Macedonia who, in spite of severe affliction and chronic 
lack, gave liberally:
 
1 Gave joyfully [v.2]
2 Gave voluntarily [v.2]
33 Gave sacrificially [v.2]
4 Gave beyond their means [v.3, v.10]
5 Gave of their own free-will [v.3]
6 Begged Paul to allow them to give to the saints [v.4]. 

What was it that prompted them to give in this almost irresponsible way? The apostle 
told the Corinthians in 2 Corinthians 8:5 "And this, not as we expected, but they [a] 
gave themselves first to the Lord and [b] then by the will of God to us."
  
If it is right to say that the Christian is the fulfilment of the Old Covenant tithe, then 
could it be that the Christian is robbing God by withholding tithe, that is to say, 
withholding themselves?

THE GRACE OF GIVING: PART FOUR

GRACE FILLED READS
CHECK OUT THE RESOURCE TABLE


