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Bring what you can Take what you need 

LOVE IN ACTION
The Mind Of Christ | Mindful of Man 

Wednesdays: B.A.S.K. & the Prayer Fellowship  
A time to flow in the unconditional love and acceptance of God

B.A.S.K.  Our B.A.S.K.  Our Wednesday evening meeting B.A.S.K. has quickly become the go-to 
meeting for the IGC family. Why not come and be part of a forum for us to come 
together and simply belong. On Wednesday evening we reflect on the previous Sunday’s 
sermon and discuss both light and heavy-hearted issues in a safe environment. B.A.S.K. 
is a safe place for safe people to eat together, pray together.  Also Prayer Fellowship 
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. (Margaret Wilson Room).

B.A.S.K.

Welcome to IGC (the International Gospel Church) we hope that you will feel at home 
whether you're just visiting or you're considering being with us more regularly. Our aim is 
that IGC will prove to be an inclusive graceful community where you will be enabled not 
simply to live gracefully, but to live fully by grace. 
Meetings are held on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. & Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.
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In the Know...



Missed any of the talks?  Two ways to catch-up: Listen online or get the CD.
Visit the Resource Desk or go online http://www.igconline.org.uk/sermons/

JULY TEACHING

John Crowder at IGC
September 8th-9th 

Sept. 8th 7p.m.
Sept. 9th 2p.m. & 7p.m.
www.thenewmystics.com/uk 

Unlike the New Covenant where we are a “priesthood of believers,” in the Old Covenant was a 
“priest-class” – a specific tribe designated as Priests and this was the tribe of Levi.  The Levitical 
Priesthood, as it was known, is the concern of the Malachi passage. The over-arching argument 
of Hebrews is that the Priesthood of Jesus is better than the Levitical Priesthood. The writer to 
the Hebrews insists that –

• The Levitical Priesthood was inferior to the priesthood of Melchizedek
•• The Levitical order is both outclassed and replaced by the new order and has become 
redundant.

Under the now Under the now redundant Levitical system, the priests acted as representatives for the people 
and served as mediators between them and God. Whilst having priestly privileges, a Levite had 
no worldly comforts. For example, he had no income and no property. A Levite had no 
independent means of support whatsoever. Moreover, when Jacob divided Israel’s inheritance, 
there was not even an allotment to Levi. In such circumstances, the other eleven tribes met the 
day-to-day needs of the Levites. It was, if you will, an Old Covenant quid pro quo – the other 
eleven tribes not being allowed to minister unto the Lord was tempered by the Levites not being 
able to work.able to work.

The solution was an entirely practical and pragmatic one. Each tribe would be responsible for 
bringing, into a central storehouse, one-tenth of their produce to meet their everyday needs.  
The Malachi passage is a rebuke to those who were withholding their support and thus, 
compromising this system.  

I am of the view that tithing is one of the things in the Bible which is biblical but not Christian.  I 
readily admit that for some, that is a bitter pill to swallow but we take it for granted that 
circumcision is clearly biblical and yet, not viewed as Christian. The same can be said of 
polygamy. My fundamental objection is that those who press the hardest the case for tithing 
demand that we give like Israelites but they do not themselves live like Levites.

MoMoreover, if tithing is a New Covenant praxis, why does the Apostle Paul not mention it when he 
writes a thoroughgoing passage on giving? I do not think it sufficient to argue from silence that 
tithing was an axiom of the Christian life. Accordingly, I raise the following objections – 

• The Levitical Priesthood belongs to the now obsolete Old Covenant
• The entire book of Hebrews makes the argument that Jesus and His Covenant are superior to 
Moses and his covenant
•• The point to note is not that Abraham paid the tithe but that Levi paid it.  His purpose in doing 
so is to pose the question, “Which is the greater  priesthood, the one who paid the tithe or the 
one who received it?”
• The Book of Hebrews confirms that there has been both a change in the priesthood and a 
change in the law
• In the New Covenant, there is no such office as “Priest” but rather, we are a royal priesthood; 
“Priest” and “Pastor” are not interchangeable terms;
•• The Apostle Paul not only supported himself but also supported others.  

Part four of this article will appear in the August edition of ITK. 
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